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Bleed in pregnancy < 12 weeks gestation

Peritoneal signs or 
hemodynamic instability

Physical exam

Non-obstetrical  
cause of bleed

Patient stable 
Unremarkable pelvic exam

Products of 
conception visible

Incomplete abortionTVUS

Definite or probable 
ectopic

Viable IUP Nonviable IUP IUP, viability 
uncertain

No IUP or 
ectopic

Transfer to ER Treat as indicated

Refer for 
treatment

Threatened 
abortion

Missed 
abortion

Rpt TVUS 1 week 
+/- serial B-HCGs 

Evaluation of First Trimester Bleed



No pregnancy on TVUS

B-HCG >1500 B-HCG<1500

IUP on prior TVUS

Yes No

Complete abortion 
expectant management

First Trimester Bleed: No Pregnancy on TVUS

No need to follow B-HCG to zero!!!



Repeat B-HCG decreased, 
minimal increase or plateau Repeat TVUS

Repeat B-HCG  
>1500

Repeat B-HCG doubled

Repeat B-HCG  
<1500

Suggests viable pregnancy  
Follow until B-HCG >1500 

Then repeat TVUS

Pregnancy failure VS ectopic 
pregnancy 

Serial B-HCG levels +/- TVUS 
Follow B-HCG to ZERO

No pregnancy on TVUS; no prior US showing IUP

B-HCG < 1500

Ectopic pregnancy warning 
Repeat B-HCG in 48h

No Pregnancy on TVUS and B-HCG <1500



No pregnancy on TVUS; no prior US showing IUP

Repeat B-HCG 
increase or plateau

B-HCG >1500

Can’t rule out ectopic 
Consider referral to Gynaecology 

for management 
Suggests complete abortion 

Follow B-HCG to ZERO

Bleeding history NOT consistent  
with passed products of conception

Bleeding history consistent  
with passed products of conception

Ectopic pregnancy warning 
Repeat B-HCG in 48h

Repeat B-HCG 
decreased

No Pregnancy on TVUS and B-HCG >1500


